25X1 
Approved For Release 2004/08/16 : CIA-RDP86T00608R000500040036-5 


Next 2 Page(s) In Document Exempt 


Approved For Release 2004/08/16 : CIA-RDP86T00608R000500040036-5 


25X1 
Approved For Relepse 2004/08/16 : CIA-RDP86T00608R0N0500040036-5 


25X11 
CONTENTS 
25X1 
Bulgaria's Zhivkov Visiting West Germany... . 3 
25X6 
ANNEX 
French Socialist Leader Visits US ....... 7 


November 24, 1975 


ae 


Approved For Relepse 2004/08/16 : CIA-RDP86T00608R000500040036-5 25X11 


25X11 Approved For Release 2004/08/16 : CIA-RDP86T00608R000500040036-5 


Next 1 Page(s) In Document Exempt 


Approved For Release 2004/08/16 : CIA-RDP86T00608R000500040036-5 


Approved For Release 2004/08/16 : CIA-RDP86T00608R000500040036-5 25X1 


Bulgaria's Zhivkov Visiting West Germany 


Todor Zhivkov, Bulgaria's chief of state and party 
: leader, arrived in Bonn today to begin a five-day visit 
to West Germany. Zhivkov, accompanied by Foreign 
Minister Mladenov, will meet with President Scheel, 
Chancellor Schmidt, Foreign Minister Genscher and 
probably Economics Minister Friderichs. 


The talks will deal mainly with economic issues. 
Bulgarian-West German trade has increased significantly-- 
relatively speaking--in the past two years, and West 
Germany is Bulgaria's largest Western trading partner. 
Last year's trade volume amounted to about $400 million, 
small potatoes for Bonn but fairly significant for 
Sofia. 


The Bulgarians have a large trade deficit, and 
the two sides presumably will discuss how to correct 
the trade imbalance. Zhivkov may ask for a West German 
credit, but it appears unlikely that Bonn will accede. 
During a visit to Bulgaria last May. Friderichs flatly 
rejected a request for a $500 million credit. The 
Bulgarians and West Germans reportedly will also discuss 
joint economic ventures in third ccuntries. 


According to the West Germany news agency, Mladenov 
and Genscher wili sign a cultural agreement that includes 
West Berlin. This appears doubtful, however, given 
the tough line on this issue taken by Moscow which has 
hela up signature of a Soviet-West German cultural agree- 
ment because Bonn desires a Berlin clause. The Bulgarians, 
of all the East Europeans, hew most closely to the Soviet 
line on foreign policy. 


The West Germans, in fact, expect little concrete 
to result from Zhivkov's visit. They regard it, and tne 
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visits of Hungary's Kadar and Czechoslovakia's Husak-- 
tentatively set for 1976--as logical but unspectacular 
steps in building better relations with those East 


European states that were the last to_e i diplomatic 
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ANNEX 


% French Socialist Leader Visits US 


Franeots Mitterrand, the leader of the French 


ls Soetalist Party and spokesman for the left alliance, 

sie vistts the US this week at a high point in his 80-year 
; career, The trtp ts designed to enhanee further his 
tmage as a statesman and, in particular, to balanee 

G: his visit last April to Moscow. Mtitterrand's agenda 


tneludes a meeting with Seeretary Kissinger, a talk 
at the National Press Club and at the Counetl on 
Foretgn Relations, which ts sponsoring his trip. 


os Mitterrand has gained all of his political goals 

except the presidency, which he lost by only 380,000 

votes to Giscard d'Estaing in May 1974. Now 5S, 

Mitterrand will still be in the running for the next 

cae presidential election scheduled fer 1981. Over the 

Sader last four years he has imposed his dominance on the 

Care several warring Socialist factions and built them into 
on France's most dynamic party. In the process, he has 

emerged as the spokesman of France's left opposition 

and as an authoritative voice on international relations 

and national economic and defense issues. His latest 

writings on political and social topics have received 

7 wide praise in literary and political circles. This 

ay new stature has mellowed the man and given an added 

E gloss to his personal appeal. He has recentiy received 

va treatment in the French press similar to that usually 

‘ reserved for presidents, prime ministers and elder 

Statesmen. 


Having moved beyond the short-term political 
problems that preoccupied him for years, Mitterrand 
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has of late concentrated on creating policy alternatives 
on national issues that enable the Social 3ts to challenge 
the government more effectively. He has ordered explora- 
tion of realistic policy options on economic and energy 
issues, foreign policy, NATO, and multinational companies, 
unrestrained by the guidelines of the Socialists! Common 
Program with the Communists. 


Since Mitterrand is still in the process of refining 
policy on these issues, up-to-date details on his 
positions are lacking. Like Ciscard ana the leading 
Gaullist politicians, Mitterrand is a strong nationalist 
who favors continued efforts to assure France a place 
on the world stage surpassed only by the US and USSR. 

He speaks publicly and privately of his admiration for 
the US, which he has visited sevexal times, but he has 
also been a sharp critic of some US policies. He favors 
maintaining cooperative ties with the US and with the 
USSR, which he has also criticized. 


Mitterrand may be more willing than the Gaullists 
to tolerate an Atlantic orientation in French policy 
while building a united Europe through its existing 
institutions. He does not, however, want to delegate 
substantially more ~ntional sovereignty to the EC so 
long as it retains its present "capitalist" orientation. 
The Socialist leader has been quoted as favoring France's 
continued ties to NATO "unless an alternative is available." 
This presumably means he would like to pursue the 
possibility of collective security ties with eastern 
Europe. 


He neither claims nor possesses great expertise 
on economic affairs, but recognizing the voters’ pre- 
occupation with the nation's economic Situation, he has 
been doing extensive reading in this field. 


At the same time, Mitterrand--who has not been 
known as an administrator--has been refining party 


organization. He has skillfully pushed once influential : 
left-wing members, who had opposed him, out of day-to-day 
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leadership roles. He has also ruthlessly weeded out 
other party officials, including personal friends, 
whom he felt were not effective. Nevertheless, party 
organization still suffers from Mitterrand's penchant 
for delaying decisions te the last moment or assigning 
to friends tasks already delegated within the party 
Organization. One of the decisions he has postponed 
is that of selecting a successor. The vitaiity of the 
party depends almost completely on Mitterrand and his 
departure from the scene could lead to its collapse. 
At this point, the Socialist leader appears tu lean 
toward dividing the succession between two senior 
assistants. 


Mitterrand has also been concentrating on preparing 
the party for the National Assembly elections which are 
scheduled for 1978. His continued credibility as a 
potential president depends on the showing the left 
makes in that race. Recent polls have indicated that 
Mitterrand would win if a presidential race were held 
now and that the left would come close to a majority 
in a legislative race. Extensive gerrymandering makes 
it unlikely, however, that the anticipated increase in 
the total votes for the left that would win the presidency 
for Mitterrand could be translated into proportional 
representation in the parliament. 


The left's showing rests, in turn, on whether the 
alliance can hold together. The left Radicals, junior 
partners in the alliance, have threatened its credibility 
by opening a public dialogue with Giscard. More signi- 
ficantly, the Communists, who have been publicly attacking 
the Socialists and Mitterrand personally for over a year, 
seem to be leaning toward a hard-line, go-it-alone 
approach and may be trying to goad their allies into 
breaking the alliance. The Communists are concerned 
that Mitterrand's increasing appeal to the voters will 
permanently relegate them to a secondary position on 
the left. Their personal attacks on Mitterrand seem 

' to have backfired, however, by increasing his stature 
among voters suspicious of the Communists. 
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Mitterrand himself is reported by his confidants 
to be pessimistic about the potential of the lcft 
alliance. He does not believe that its prospects 
for achieving power are good or that the Communists 
would ever agree to share power in a government ftormed 
under Giscar?@'3 presidency. Mitterrand believes, 
therefore, that it is the responsibility of the left-- 
and of the Socialists in particular--to educate the 
public on realistic policy options in preparation 
for the day when the voters will bring the left to power 
with a real mandate for change. 


Mitterrand has no significant personal constituency 
among West European socialists although he is regarded 
favorably by south European socialist leaders who 
realize they will have to cooperate with the Communists 
if they hope to come to power. Socialist leaders in 
northern Europe, who are already governing--without 
relying on the Communists--regard Mitterrand as naive 
about communism and ideologicall 
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